0, 


IV, 


YO 


W 


Dipt 

l UJL 


ir ,m ^ UM P,Y 

»mu mm 


My dear Prepsters, 

These are days when the world is craning its collective 
neck and scanning the heavens, peering through the dark¬ 
ness in search of man-made moons that are hurtling through 
outer space at fantastic speeds. 

Generally, people look upward in supplication and 
hope. The Shepherds, for instance, looked up and saw the 
glory of God and the dawn of redemption. The Magi looked 
up and discovered the star whose luster cleft the darkness 
and opened a path to their Saviour. Mary, kneeling on the 
damp floor of the stable, looked up and caught her reflec¬ 
tion in the smiling eyes of God. But today, people are look¬ 
ing up in fear and apprehension, for the spectre of war and 
the fear of death and annihilation are upon us all. 

Into the midst of this fear and anxiety the anniversary 
of Christ*s birth comes once again, reminding us that the 
same God-Man who promised “peace on earth to men of 
good will” is still with us, leading us to the fulfillment of 
our hopes, and showing us how to allay our fears. 

“And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.” 
How descriptively does St. John tell us that Christ became 
the Companion of our exile / And yet, his birth was but the 



beginning of an unending companionship that even death 
did not interrupt. He knew that we, with our weakened 
intellect and sluggish will, would find the way difficult , and 
so He became our Way. He knew that error would con¬ 
tinually compete with Him for our allegiance, so he be¬ 
came our Truth. He understood the lethal attraction that 
sin would exercise over our lower nature, so He became our 
Life in Holy Communion. 

If we keep our eyes fixed on Him, as the Magi kept 
theirs on the star, He will teach us the real meaning of life. 
You do not have to wait for Him; He waits for you in the 
tabernacle. You do not need a powerful receiver to estab¬ 
lish contact; faith and love will lead you unerringly to Him. 
And in Him, you will find Peace and Strength and Confi¬ 
dence and Love. 

May God, in this Holy Season of Christmas, shower 
down upon you and your family His choicest blessing, and 
may the New Year find you closer in promise to His Divine 
Heart. 

Sincerely, 

Very Reverend Bartholomew O’Malley, C.M. 


“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." 


President 
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Fr. Concagh Outlines Vocation Week 
Event Will Take Place In January 

The Rev. Thomas Concagh, C.M., Prep Spiritual Counselor, announced plans for a Vocation 
Week, January 12-16. During this time many exhibits concerning vocations will be on display in both 
buildings of the Pre*. The purpose of this Vocation Week is to encourage vocations to the religious life 
among the students in the Prep. Each student will be required to write a composition of 150 words 
on some vocation topic. After the Christmas recess, instructors will select a winner from each English 
class and submit each to a final panel of judges. These judges will 
pick the four best compositions from both the upper section and Fresh¬ 
man section. These winning compositions will be delivered at the 
concluding assembly.-- 


Vic Agusta plans Christmas Dance with Fr. Finn. 

Yuletide Dance Will Feature 
Holiday Swinging, Singing 

Christmas music and decorations will prevail in DeGray Hall as 
150 couples enjoy themselves at the St. John’s Yuletide Dance, Tuesday, 
December 23. The festivities will commence at 8:30 with the couples 
scheduled to dance, chat, and sing until the final set, which ends about 
12:30. 

The Rev. William Finn, C.M., has asked Wally Rhodes and his band 
to provide the music at this winter affair. Aided by a committee of Prep¬ 
sters, Fr. Finn has made plans to make this a joyful celebration. 

As usual, the hard working members 


Fr. Concagh went on to outline a 
schedule of movies and special talks for 
the Vocation Week. On Tuesday, Jan. 
13, the Rev. John Doyle will speak and 
show color transparencies concerning the 
Foreign Missions. On the following day, 
the Rev. Thomas C. Clancy, Diocesan 
Vocation Director, will address the stu¬ 
dents on vocations to the religious life. 

A Solemn High Mass will be offered on 
Friday, Jan. 16, in St. John the Baptist 
Church. The Rev. John Lawlor, C.M., 
Director of Vocations for the Vincentian 
Fathers, will deliver the sermon. Stu¬ 
dents will be urged to go to Confession 
and receive Our Lord in Holy Communion 
at this Mass. This week of prayer and 
meditation on behalf of the student body, 
will climax with a double assembly in 
DeGray. At this assembly the winning 
compositions from the upper section and 
Freshman section will be delivered. 


of the Poster Service Squad have worked 
diligently to provide appropriate murals 
to deck DeGray walls. With the necess¬ 
ity to decorate the complete walls, which 
formerly had been covered by curtains, 
these artists have had to extend their 
drawings several feet. Many pictures will 
depict the religious side of Christmas 
with scenes of the Nativity and the Vir¬ 
gin and Child prominent among them. 

The seniors had first choice on ducats, 
followed by the underclassmen accord¬ 
ing to grades. Each set of tickets sold for 
$1.50. 

The members of the Speech Club will 
contribute their aid to the occasion by 
serving as waiters and hat checkers. 

This dance should prove to be the 
most successful social event of the year. 



In Brief 

Prep freshmen took an American 
Council of Education English test last 
Tuesday, December 16. The two hour 
exam is designed to measure the level 
of progress the individual student will 
make in English fundamentals. 

In the morning, the first six classes 
took the test, utilizing three periods. In 
the afternoon, the remaining -six classes 
did the same. 


Set&itutce 

The administration of St. John’s Prep 
has decided to use the cooperative high 
school entrance exam as the standard for 
qualifying prospective Prepsters. 

Eighth grade grammar school students 
will take this test at various centers Feb¬ 
ruary 9. One thousand students have 
been assigned to St. John’s Prep. 

Students will pay a two dollar fee 
which includes the test and four choices 
for their intended high schools. 

Seniors will recognize this procedure 
as being similar to the C.E.E.B. tests re¬ 
quired by most colleges. 


Francis Zamminer receives Novena Card from Spiritual Counselor, Fr. Concagh. 


Prepsters Sacrifice To Give 
Priceless Gift For Christmas 

To provide their parents with a priceless Christmas gift, a good num¬ 
ber of students began a novena, December 9. The novena, which con¬ 
sisted of Mass and Holy Communion in the Prep chapel, continued for 
nine school days. 

Because of the snow storm the open¬ 
ing day, only a small group appeared in 
the chapel the first day. During the 
following days, the number increased to 
a much better proportion. Those who 
had missed the opening day made it up 
in their home parishes during the 
weekend. 

Because traveling facilities prohibited 
many students from arriving in time for 
Mass, these Prepsters decided to show 
their great devotion to their parents by 
attending their parish churches. 

Each Prepster, whether he made this 
novena at school or at home has re¬ 
ceived a card from the Rev. Thomas 
Concagh, C.M., to present to his parents 
Christmas morning. 

The cafeteria staff provided break¬ 
fasts for the students who sacrificed a 
little sleep and a home meal in order 
to offer this gift to their parents. 


Thespians Will Stage 
No Time For Sergeants 

The Prep “Thespians” will present the 
Broadway hit, “No Time For Sergeants” 
during the last week of February in De¬ 
Gray Hall. The Rev. Daniel Donovan, 
C.M., moderator of the group, announced 
that the ten act play would require several 
prop changes. For this, Fr. Donovan 
stated that he will require several stage 
hands. 

At this time, only a few of the thirty- 
five various speaking and non-speaking 
parts have been filled. These parts will 
require several weeks of intense, but edu¬ 
cational preparation. 

The show, “No Time For Sergeants” 
had a long and successful run on Broad¬ 
way, while the subsequent movie con¬ 
tinues to circulate through the smaller 
theaters across the country. 
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Sounding Board: 

The True Meaning 

by Vic Agusta 

On a brisk day in the middle of December, a young Catholic walked up Main St., 
noticing the many decorations signifying the approach of Christmas. He observed the 
multi-colored lights extending in arches over the street, the many trees decorated to the 
fullest, the reindeer-drawn sleigh containing a jolly, rotund individual named Santa 
Claus, and all the other signs of this season of mirth. Then, as he approached the 
large department store, he saw on the window in big white letters, “Merry Xmas”. 
Shocked, he said to himself, “What is all this decoration, ornamentation, and seeming 
jollification without Christ, the cause of all happiness?” 

This feeling of indignation should come to every true Christian whenever he sees 
any kind of contemptful discarding of Christ from His day. We all know what Christ¬ 
mas is and why we celebrate it with such proceedings. Christmas is the birthday of Jesus 
Christ, the Christ who was to be the Saviour of the world, the God-Man who was to 
reopen the gates of Heaven. If the humble shepherds greeted the news of His birth 
with such honorable tribute, then why can’t we, who know how much Jesus has done 
for us, give even more? How can we Christians, as we profess to be, forget the truly 
wonderful meaning of Christmas? 

The added ornamentation is not wrong, as long as it does not replace Christ. When 
we keep Christ in Christmas, the other symbols have even a greater worth because they 
add to the jollity of the season. This presense of Christ in Christmas makes Christmas 

much more happier because He is the Giver of 
happiness. Whether we know it or not, we are all 
being Christ-like when we practice the custom of 
giving gifts. We give these gifts for no other rea¬ 
son but to show our love to those who are most dear 
to us. During the Christmas season it seems every¬ 
one is our friend and all animosity is forgotten, if 
only for a short time. The reason for all this 
friendliness stems from the fact that Jesus Christ, 
the Prince of Peace, is born. The angels stated 
truly on that first Christmas night, “Peace on earth 
and good will toward men.” 

I We can really keep Christ in Christmas by keep¬ 

ing him in our hearts. He can stay in our hearts 
both spiritually and physically through the reception 
of the Host in Holy Communion. 



Across The Desk: 


The Poet’s Corner 





Good News 

Of Great Joy . 


by Joseph Moffa 

The town was dark and barren, 

The night was bare and cold, 

Two people enter Bethlehem, 

Their faces worn and cold. 

The emperor wanted a census, 

And they came from all earth, 

And Joseph came with Mary, 

While she labored with childbirth. 

And Joseph came with Mary, 

To find a place to stay, 

And in a barn they bedded down, 

On a bedroll made of hay. 

The angels were there watching, 

On that very blessed morn, 

And in a stable manger, 

Our Blessed Lord was born. 

,0 7(va& Ttcyfo 

by Larry Prendergast 

’Twas the night before Christmas and all through 
St. John’s, 

Not a creature was stirring, not even dative bonds. 
The chem lab was filled with odors so rare, 

In hopes that ventilation soon would be there. 
The prepsters were all snug in their itty bitty beds, 
While visions of ninety’s danced in their heads. 
With Gabe in his stall and Dick in the pool, 

We were all enjoying the sojourn from school. 
With Mark on the Sax and Jake at the tapes, 

All were thinking of the 31st dates. 

And now I’ll sign off for my little brain is tired, 
And hope that in stopping I’ll be admired. 
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by Jack, Bob and Kive 




Brother Bret (Fr. Green) has been hounding us, 
the armored three, to get this “jolly” masterpiece 
in on time. It is now 8:30 P. M. and one of our 
loyal colleagues is reloading his “Daisy” air rifle 
to finish off Santa’s four remaining reindeer. Be¬ 
cause of his accuracy your gifts might arrive late. 

Since Santa will be late (if not air conditioned) 
we would like to improvise a few gifts which should 
appear (and better) on every teacher’s passing list. 
Here they are: 

Mr. Burnett . . . 1,000,000 or so Christmas cards 
for a few of his closer friends. 

Mr. Prior . . . brakes for his new (?) car. 

Fr. Young ... a new pipe and real tobacco. 

Mr. Mahoney ... a new lab coat. 

Mr. Casey ... a new summer home in L.A. (lay¬ 
away plan). 

Fr. Kramer . . 
you know what). 

Mr. Gehring . . . 5% off. 

Fr. Thomas ... a pack of cigarettes. 

And now for the students: 

Frank Orlando . . . Alex Webster’s touchdowns 

Chet Wright . . . intercepted passes. 


by the Rev. Thomas Concagh, C.M., Spiritual Counselor 

“Angelus ad Pastores ait: Annuntio vobis magnum: quia natus est hodie Salvator mundi, 
alleluia.” (Luke 2: 10-11) This is the messagge the angels brought to the shepherds on 
Christmas Eve. “I bring you good news of great joy.” 

As it was on the first Christmas Eve, so should it be on Christmas Eve 1958 with every 
St. John's Prep boy taking the place of the shepherd and rejoicing to hear the message of 
the angel. Like the shepherd boy on the hills of Palestine at the break of dawn, he goes 
down to the stable at Bethlehem to adore this new-born infant, resting in the arms of the 
Blessed Mother. This is precisely what every noble Prep boy does on Christmas night 
of 1958. He devoutly goes to Holy Communion and is rewarded with the grace of Peace 
on earth to men of good will. 

The message cf Christmas is a message of peace and love. In the Prep School, you 
are taught to love God through study, prayer and sacrifice, and through love of one another. 
Every day, in a sense, can be Christmas day if you are ‘living the Prep.” In doing this, you 

are indeed living the message of Christmas. 

If all the peoples of the world follow the example 
of the St. John’s Prep boy, what a marvelous change 
of heart would pervade the human relations of all 
men on Earth. Hatred, suspicion, envy, pride, all 
the poisons would flow out of the world’s heart to 
be supplanted by love, faith, mutual confidence. 
Peace on earth to men of good will. This is the way 
of the Lord. 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend 
to you and your family my best wishes for a holy, 
happy and peaceful Christmas and for a very suc¬ 
cessful New Year. 


Bob Tadler . . 
Jack Hennessy . 
Jim Hennessy . 
John Furey . . . 
Artie Griffin . , 
fred E. Neuman. 
Bob Buxton . . 
Andy Beckel . 


a framed picture of Joe Bolton. 
. . a new gym suit. 

. . Jack’s used one. 
a major letter. 

. an autographed picture of Al- 


a whip and barber clippers (for 


. a new senior ring. 

. a new bookbag. 

To continue the list we give to you a few choice 
records. 

1) Chipmunks’ Song ... St. John’s Glee Club. 

2) Santa Claus Is Coming To Town . . . Report 
cards. 

3) It’s All In The Game . . . 69%. 

4) It’s Only Make Believe . . . School. 

5) Smoke Gets in Your Eyes . . . Senior lunch 
period. 

While looking out the windows we see the snow 
gently falling on the scenic landscape of Willoughby 
Ave. We are thereby reminded that Christmas is 
just around the corner. Remember, if you find 
nothing in your stocking don’t just stand there! 
Retaliate! Next year put a time bomb in the 
chimney! 





by Artie Griffin 


Dennis Fitzsimmons hails to St. John’s from St. 
Joachim and Anne Parish in Hollis, Queens. Since he 
entered the Prep in January of 1956, he has become 
known throughout the entire 
student body for his participa¬ 
tion in any Prep activity. 

“Fitz’s” list of activities 
includes the More Honor So¬ 
ciety, Track, the Red Owl, the 
Band for four years, and the 
German Club. Also, Fitz is one 
Dennis Fitzsimmons of the more important members 
of the Crusaders. 

Fitz has also become known throughout St. John’s 
for his social activities. He is always found at all 
the Prep dances and any other Prep activity which 
might present itself. Fitz also has a great sense of 
humor; his jokes crack up the entire Senior Class. 

Good Luck to a tremendous guy. 



George Lewis entered St. John’s Prep in Septem¬ 
ber of 1955. Hailing from Holy Name Parish in Park 
Slope, George has become one of the more promi¬ 
nent members of the Senior 
Class and of the St. John’s 
Student Body. 

Because of his participation 
in extra curricular activities 
George has been recognized by 
the Prep faculty and student 
body as one of the outstanding 
Prepsters. Outstanding on his George Lewis 
activity list are Student Council for three years, 
Track, Football, Dance Committee, and Boat Ride 
Committee. 

However, George does not stop just at extra cur¬ 
ricular activities and school work, for he can always 
be found at the Prep dances and other Prep social 
functions. 



by Dennis Fitzsimmons 

Christmas is almost here! All Prepsters are eagerly 
awaiting the long Christmas vacation, but if asked 
what they are going to do, there aren’t many who 
could give any definite plan for spending this once- 
a-year period of festivities. Here are a few sugges¬ 
tions: 

With our newly acquired G. O. cards, we Prep¬ 
sters are given a reduced price for Madison Square 
Garden tickets, The Garden always offers an en¬ 
joyable program. Their Christmas agenda consists 
of professional hockey and pro and college basket¬ 
ball games. St. John’s University will play a num¬ 
ber of games at the Garden during the Christmas 
season. A full schedule is available at the Garden 
box-office. Our G. O. cards also offer reduced rates 
for the St. George swimming pool. A very exhilara¬ 
ting and enjoyable time can be had there. 

For the warm-blooded Prepsters, Rockefeller Cen¬ 
tre’s ice skating rink is an ideal place to spend an 
afternoon. At night the huge, gaily decorated tree 
in the Center is aglow with lights — a true spectacle! 

Radio City Music Hall always stages a special 
Christmas pageant. The Rockettes, the world-fam¬ 
ous precision dancing group, are a continual attrac¬ 
tion. 

Being at Times Square on New Year’s Eve is an 
unforgettable experience. This place will make the 
student who thinks that he is stepped on feel right 
at home. 

For the more bopping students, there are a num¬ 
ber of rock ’n’ roll stage shows in the mid-Man¬ 
hattan area. These shows feature top recording 
stars of today’s popular music. 

Aside from these musical shows, there are sev¬ 
eral new movies and dramatic plays which are 
appearing on and off-Broadway. These are ideal 
spots to take a date and impress her greatly. 
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Coach Hess Prepares Johnnies For 
Forthcoming Basketball Campaign 

by Doug Mellett 

With the winter months upon us, once again the true sound of basketballs can be heard on the Prep 
hard-wood. After working with the team for three weeks Coach Herb Hess has set a tentative starting lineup 
which includes Seniors Hank Kettlehodt and Ken Leder, Junior John Laurine, and two members of last years 
freshmen champions Henry Knittle and Bill Hegarty. This combination has height, speed and shooting ability 
but lacks the necessary experience so vitally needed in the league. 


McElroy runs for short gain at B.P. game. 

Winning Streak Ends At Ten; 
Eagles Outscore Redmen 20-8 

For the first time in ten years, the Redmen eleven suffered a defeat 
to the Eagles of Brooklyn Prep. This 20-8 loss completed the football 
season here at St. John’s, rounding out the campaign with three wins and 
four losses. 


At the beginning of the first quarter, 
the Redmen fumbled in the end zone and 
Lockwood of Brooklyn Prep scored for 
his team. The run for two extra points 
failed. Also in the first quarter Addeo 
ran to score another touchdown for 
Brooklyn Prep. Milian ran for the two 
points. 

In the second quarter the Eagles 
played a safety, giving St. John’s two 
points. Thus at the end of the first half, 
the score was 14-2, Brooklyn Prep in 
favor. 

The second half showed no score in 
the third quarter, but in the fourth quar¬ 
ter, Jerry Silecchia scored on a pass 
from Bill Brown to give St. John’s its 
only touchdown of the game. Crowley 
scored the last touchdown for Brooklyn 
Prep and the attempted conversion failed, 
leaving the game at a 20-8 score. 

Basketball Season 
Halts Intramurals 

Junior intramurals are being hampered 
by J. V. basketball in the Prep Gym and 
High School freshmen and College Fresh¬ 
men basketball in De Gray Gym. As of 
now 3-1 and 3-7 stand as the play offs 
with 3 wins each and no losses. The 
playoffs will probably be played sometime 
before the holidays. 

3-1 which stands high in the winning 
class may take the intramural playoff. 
The scores up to now are against 3-10 
45-17; 3-12 went down in defeat 23-21 ; 
and 3-1 1 collapsed under excellent play¬ 
ing 30-14. 

3-7 which also has big chances against 
3-1 has a fine record of victories over 
3-4 (27-18), 3-5 (37-10) and 3-2 
forfeit. 

Swimming intramurals will begin, at 
the close of the basketball intramurals. 


BASKETBALL 




SCHEDULE 


Fri. 

Dec. 

12—St. Michael’s _ 

Home* 

Tue. 

Dec. 

16—Loughlin _ 

..Away* 

Fri. 

Dec. 

1 9 —St. Francis_ 

.Home* 

Tue. 

Dec. 

30—Chaminade_ 

-Away*f 

Fri. 

Jan. 

9 —Molloy _ 

.Home* 

Tue. 

Jan. 

13—Trinity ____ 

.Home* 

Fri. 

Jan. 

16—St. Augustine’s. 

..Away* 

Tue. 

Jan. 

20—Power _ 

-Home 

Fri. 

Jan. 

23—St. Michael’s_ 

-Away*t 

Tue. 

Jan. 

27—Loughlin _ 

.Home* 

Fri. 

Jan. 

30—St. Francis_ 

..Away* 

Tue. 

Feb. 

3—Chaminade _ 

Home* 

Fri. 

Feb. 

6—Brooklyn Prep — 

Home 

Sat. 

Feb. 

7—Molloy _ 

-Away*f 

Tue. 

Feb. 

10—Trinity ~ 

Away* 

Fri. 

Feb. 

1 3—St. Augustine’s. 

Home* 



League Games + Night Games 



Sophomores Bolster Papooses 
Juniors Give Height To Team 

The Redmen basketball teams in the past few years have been of 
a mediocre caliber, the varsity having had unsuccessful seasons for the 
past two years. The hopes of the future are hanging mostly on this 
year’s J. V. team. This edition should be a good one since it will have 
many players from last year’s champion team, though some Frosh will 

play Varsity. These sophomore players 
coupled with the ability of some of the 
Juniors (who will be permitted to play 
J. V. because they were accelerated) 
should produce a fairly good team. 

The sophomores playing J. V. are Kev 
Peters, Jim Puma, Kev Kevoe, Pat Kelly, 
Hank Wendell and Charlie Mannix. 
The Juniors playing J. V. will have much 
of the experience and height necessary 
for the tough competition ahead. 


Backing up the starters as front line 
reserves are: Jim Prevet, a letterman and 
Jim Benestead, a fine driver. 

This season finds more than the usual 
number moving up to the varsity from 
J. V. and freshman teams. Juniors Bill 
Ross and Charles Menges, both of whom 
will be used under the boards, will pick 
off many rebounds for the Injun quintet; 
and the backcourt play of Ken Rugg and 
Pete Majoy show improvement over the 
last year’s of J. V. play. Sophmores John 
Iula and Rollin Woltjin are also expected 
to help the starting team. 

To review the starting five we start 
with Hank Kettlehodt, a three year var¬ 
sity man. Hank is well known for his 
playmaking and all around skill. The 
success of the team may well depend on 
his ability as a leader. 

Ken Leder starts his first year on the 
varsity after two years of J. V. and fresh¬ 
man ball. Ken has a fine jump shot and 
a good hard drive. His ability to jump 
for rebounds and a sure pair of hands 
are assets to him and the team. 

Center John Laurine saw limited ser¬ 
vice on the varsity last year. His im¬ 
provement over last year, however, in¬ 
sures the Prep of a good big man both 
as shooter and a rebounder. 

Sophomores Bud Knittle and Bill Heg¬ 
arty form the backcourt combination for 
the Hessmen this year. Although they 
completely lack varsity experience, Coach 
Hess hopes that their natural skills can 
overcome the obstacle. 


-Sport in Short- 

Frank Orlando made All-Scholastic in 
the Tablet and Bill Hayden made the 
second team. Frank was also chosen for 
All-Catholic in The World-Telegram. 

Vin Accurso, Jimmy Ring, Bill Brown, 
and Gene McElroy made Honorable Men¬ 
tion in the Sunday New’s Brooklyn- 
Queens All-Star Team. 


Indoor Track Season Begins; 
Redmen Score In Most Events 

The 1958 Indoor Track Season was inaugurated with the running of 
the C.H.S.S.A. Indoor Relay Carnival on Sat., Dec. 6. 

Although there was no trophy given, the Redmen took first place, 
over all the city Catholic High Schools. This seems to point out that the 
Harriers will be the top contenders for St. Francis’ long-held city cham¬ 
pionship title. the Mount St. Michael’s Meet, Dec. 20 

Although there were many outstanding ^ & ^ ^ ^ 0ceanside H> s> on 


performances, perhaps the most notable 
was that of the two mile relay. Cross¬ 
country co-capt. Bill Finn, led off with 
a 2:08.2 half-mile; Bob Kazalski — 2:06.3; 
Kevin Kelly — 2:03.9; and Joe Lang— 
2:01.5. Lang’s half was the second fast¬ 
est in the entire meet. 

Bolstered by this early win, the John¬ 
nies will attempt to repeat with victories 
in the Bishop Loughlin Games, Dec. 13; 


Frosh Finmen demonstrate winning form. 

Trinity Falls Under Varsity 
Frosh End Successful Season 

Friday, December 5, marked the end of the freshmen swimming 
season. It was on this date that the frosh summed up a season of success¬ 
ful efforts to honor the Prep. The little braves fought all the way, 
copping honors left and right in a true Redman spirit. 

Capturing these points for old St. John’s were: Voline, Farley, 
Browne, Ciriglano, Cuneen, Kanengeiser, Gill, Lupe, and Cushing. Voline 

--- walked away with the first prize for 

the 100 yard free-style but settled for 
second in the fifty yard butterfly event. 

Browne, in a close race, received third 
place for the 50 yard free-style. The 
most exciting event of the day was the 
medley relay. This event is a combina¬ 
tion of all four strokes in one event. 
Losing some ground in the back stroke, 
Jim Farley pulled up with the breast¬ 
stroke, but what really saved the day was 
Pete Ciriglano’s hitting the water doing 
the fishtail butterfly. 

The varsity finmen scored heavily over 
the Trinity Tigers, winning 43-34 on De¬ 
cember 6. One of the high points of the 
meet was when long arms Valcich out¬ 
stretched his Trinity opponent in the 50 
yard free-style event. Helping to spur 
the team on to victory, Roethke settled 
for first place in the backstroke and Mag- 
liolo in the breaststroke. 


Coach Views: 


Offensive Basketball 

_ by Herb Hess _ 


Dec. 27. 

In a recent meeting, Joe Lang and 
Frank Orlando were appointed co-cap¬ 
tains of the track team. 

The team, augmented by some of the 
members of the football squad such as 
Frank Orlando, Al Melanson, Bill Brown, 
Denis McMahon and Paul Valentino, has 
a bright outlook for the coming season. 


With the football season rather sadly tucked away in mothballs our thoughts 
naturally turn to the indoor sport of Basketball. At this writing it is impossible to 
predict what the future holds for our own team other than the usual pre-season com¬ 
ments relative to lack of veterans, experience and unusual height. To overcome these 
shortcomings, team-play is a must if a successful campaign is desired. 

Basketball, these days, is almost entirely an offensive game. In direct contrast 
to “the good old days’’, there is little or no defense evident in the majority of modern 
games — whatever caliber. It has developed into a distinctive shooting game with the 
victors declared such only because they happen to be ahead at the final whistle. 
When a given team scores over a hundred points and still loses because it cannot 
“hold” the other team to less, there certainly cannot be any evidence of concentrated 
defensive play. 

This turn of events is definitely not a sign of weakness on the part of anyone in 
particular. It is, I believe, a tribute to the rapid development of various shooting 
techniques starting with the one-handed long-shot, moving or stationary, a western 
innovation highly frowned on by the leading eastern coaches when first witnessed in 
the Garden some years ago. It did not take long, however, for the “conservative” 
easterners to be converted after they were convinced that “those wild men must have 
something.” 

Hence, the transition from the slow, deliberate, so-called ‘smart’ basketball to 
the present-day fast-moving, free-wheeling and machine-gun shooting brand, appar¬ 
ently so appealing to everyone. The resulting high scoring contests are a decided 
proof of the tremendous strides made in the shooting phase of this great game. Many 
an ‘old pro’ turns over in his grave when he sees these shots take off, but when they 
‘swish’ through the net he wishes that they would have allowed him to ‘heave’ that 
way. He could have been a heavy scorer, too. 

Defensively, it is well nigh impossible to stop these shots. Height has com¬ 
pletely taken over and a few inches advantage in this department is not enough to 
cope with the jump-shot and its miraculous consistency. The best defense, I would 
say, is a fond hope and a quick prayer that the ball does not go in. Your shot might. 
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Juniors Take Aptitude Tests 
To Determine Best Vocation 

In order to prepare his guidance classes for college and choice of 
career, Mr. Arthur Gribbin has initiated a program to help students de¬ 
termine their career preferences. During the first semester the students 
take a series of tests to help them decide their career interests. These 
fields include the arts and sciences. From the results of these tests 
students can be advised as to what fields they have the best talent for 
and what steps to take for career preparation. 

The preference 

Parents Discussed 
Student's Progress 

The second parents’ forum of the year 
took place Tuesday, December 17. The 
forum started at 6:30 and ended at 9:00. 

Both the Lewis Ave. and the Willoughby 
Ave. buildings were used to compensate 
for the large attendance manifested by 
the parents of the prepsters. The for¬ 
mer accommodated the parents of the 
sophomores, juniors and seniors, while 
the latter provided for the parents of the 
freshmen. 

The purpose of the forum encouraged 
the parents of the students to discuss the 
progress in their studies. At this forum, 
there weren’t any guest speakers in order 
to allow more time for the teachers to 
see more parents. The forum ended at 
the designated time 9:00, at which time 
the parent’s of the students received de¬ 
lightful refreshments in the cafeteria. 


tests cover ten spe¬ 
cific areas. As the student receives the 
results of his tests, he may find himself 
more suited in a field other than his first 
choice, and would then be advised to 
enter a field he is more skilled in, ac¬ 
cording to the results of the tests. 

After all the students have decided 
their fields of preference, Mr. Gribbin 
plans to form committees for each of the 
fields chosen by the students. These 
committees will show the nature and re¬ 
quirements of the selected fields. 

In order that the benefits of such a 
project may not be limited to guidance 
classes, Mr. Gribbin encourages any Jun¬ 
iors who wish to know their career 
preferences to take these tests. 

Plans are now being made to see if it is 
possible to make arrangements for other 
guidance classes so that all the juniors in 
the Prep can take these tests which will 
show their preference for a particular 
profession. 



Latin Club Members 
Ready Publication 

Anxious to reinstitute the Latin Club 
journal last published in December, 1956, 
this year’s members of the Latin Club 
are working diligently to print a club 
edition. Moderated by Mr. Richard Von 
Stamwitz, the boys have done a great 
deal of research on the customs of the 
ancient Romans and the importance of 
language in the church liturgy. 

During the past two weeks the writers 
have collected together the various arti¬ 
cles to be published. Under Mr. Von 
Stamwitz’s tutelage, they have corrected 
any errors by editing their copy. Each 
article has been written in Latin and 
composed solely by the club’s members. 

At press time the publication date 
could not be announced, but it was 
hoped that the journal would be distribu¬ 
ted before the feast of the Epiphany. 
Only those students currently taking La¬ 
tin will receive a copy. 

After the publication is off the press, 
the club members plan to resume their 
work in studying the Latin Mass. Future 
plans include visiting various museums, 
as well as seeing pictures depicting the 
history, culture and ideas of the Roman 
people. 



Father Concagh poses with some members of the Moore Honor Society. 

Moore Honor Members Fulfill 
Goal As Scholarship Leaders 

Twenty-four new members joined the Moore Honor Society this 
term with the installation in late October. These novices increase the 
membership to thirty-seven members. Last June, twenty-seven mem¬ 
bers graduated and received the certificate which stated that each was 
a member in good standing. 

This society recognizes those students who are outstanding in 
character, scholarship, and service to the school. They must serve as 
an incentive for all students to improve all phases of Prep life. 


Juniors discuss forum before class. 

Junior Classes Participate 
In Discussing Vital Topic 

“The forums provide the juniors with the opportunity of freely ex¬ 
pressing themselves and it is hoped that this will satisfy the felt needs of 
this group”, said Mr. Charles Clayton, who sponsors the forums in his 
third year English classes. The purpose of these forums gives each stu¬ 
dent a chance to express his views in a full unbiased discussion. The 
forums, usually presented weekly, consist of a chairman and four pupils. 
An open discussion follows where the rest of the class has a chance to 
ask their individual questions. So far the forums have been successful. 

The topics reviewed so far fall into the 
following categories; alcoholism, steady 
dating, segregation and integration. 
Others such as legalized off-track bet¬ 
ting, the Formosan crisis, juvenile de¬ 
linquency, and universal military train¬ 
ing call for much work and interest in 
English and in the topic for discussion. 

The most recently produced forum dis¬ 
cussed America’s present national prob¬ 
lem of segregation and integration. 
Those who participated were chairman 
Eugene Matzger, Richard Mannix, Neil 
Michelson, Vincent Minutella, and Paul 
Mercurio. This group presented both 
sides of the matter in question, bringing 
out both the White and Negro points of 
view. 

Besides giving each student a chance 
to express his views, the forums give him 
the chance of active participation in a 
discussion which enables him, to a cer¬ 
tain extent, to understand this subject 
more fully. It also gives him an appre¬ 
ciation for the subject in all its scope. 


Freshman Donate To 
Cafeteria Juke Box 

With the aid of the Rev. William Finn, 
C.M., moderator of the Student Council, 
the Freshmen Student Council Represen¬ 
tatives hope to collect enough money, 
from the members of the Freshmen 
classes to purchase a jukebox for the 
Willoughby Ave. cafeteria. The stu¬ 
dents, in the Willoughby Avenue build¬ 
ing, envious of the phonograph in the 
Lewis Avenue building and desirous of 
musical facilities during their lunch per¬ 
iod, suggested to the council representa¬ 
tives that they would contribute to buy 
a jukebox. 

The minimum donation for each of the 
freshman is a dollar. At the present time 
about 50% of the goal has been donated 
to the fund. Freshman class 1-15 led 
the others during the drive. The boys 
had their names listed on a gigantic 
chart, located just inside and to the right 
of the building entrance. 

Fr. Finn promised that if all the money 
came in before Christmas vacation, all 
the records would be played free before 
the vacation. The freshman representa¬ 
tives diligently urge each freshman stu¬ 
dent to support the drive. 

French Club's Paper 
Honors Prof. Trezza 

The French Club, under the modera¬ 
tion of Mr. Albert Cirillo, has announced 
that it has published the traditional 
Christmas, “L ’Esprit de Noel.” In hon¬ 
or of the many years of devoted service 
by Mr. Joseph Tressa, the club unani¬ 
mously decided to dedicate to him the 
publication. 

Robert Cuttica, president of the club, 
had charge of organizing and publishing 
the paper. He selected Albert Troglio 
for his art ability to draw the cover. 

Since all the members are not yet 
studying French, the publication has been 
written in English. Each member wrote 
an article on one of the many Frenchman 
who have contributed to the culture of 
that country. 

Mr. Cirillo announced that the paper 
would be distributed among the French 
students on December 19, before the 
Christmas assembly. 
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ScnoCt 


by Jack Hennessy 

After much campaigning and electioneering these privileged seniors 
have finally solicited enough votes to earn for themselves the following 
titles in the ’58 edition of the Senior Scroll. 


Clubs 2:60 

by John Devlin 

At least one of five students appears at every Prep function to record 
pictorially the religious, intellectual, sport, or social activities of the 
students. These photographers, moderated by the Rev. John Regan, 
C.M., comprise four seniors: James Singler, president, Frank Zamminer, 
Joseph Shaulys and John Tschupp; and one sophomore: Joseph Singler. 
This club meets not once a week, but every day. 

After taking a picture for the yearbook, 
Prep Shadows, the school paper, The 
Red Owl, or for publicity purposes, the 
photographer rushes the film to the dark 
room, located in the Physics Lab, to be 
developed by himself or one of the other 
members. Having developed the nega¬ 
tive, this skilled worker must make the 
final print of each picture. This arduous 
and time consuming process involves not 
only an important knowledge of the field 
but also an artistic feeling for the proper 

Photographers examine pictures. tones. 



In the intellectual field he must have 
an 85% average for two previous terms, 
with no mark in any major or minor 
subject less than 80%. 

In his after school phase of life, the 
applicant must have taken part In at 
least one major activity or two minor ac¬ 
tivities for a period of one year. 

Finally each applicant receives admin¬ 
istration and faculty screening. Need¬ 
less to say, the applicant must possess 
all of the Christian qualities and ideals 
necessary to be a Catholic gentleman. 

The Moore Honor society receives its 
name from the late Rev. John Moore, 
C.M. who was Superior to the Vincentians 
at St. John’s prior to 1925 when he died. 
During his lifetime, Fr. Moore was in¬ 
strumental in having the Lewis Avenue 
Building erected. Both this building, the 
Moore Memorial Building, and the Moore 
Honor Society honor this great man by 
taking his name for their title. The so¬ 
ciety’s members strive to emulate him 
in his love for school and God. 


Our most popular senior, Jim Kivlehan, has worn the title of Did 
Most for the School. For his abilities on the dance floor Jim also was 
voted Best Dancer. 

For the teachers pet Vic Agusta gets the award of Best Student. Vic 
also garnishes the title of Most Likely to Succeed. 

Gerry Canava, the boy with the mirror, was nominated Best Looking. 
Phil Nataro S.J.P/s natty dresser was given the title of Best Dresser. 

Chet Wright, through the influence of Mr. Caffery, was voted 
Wittiest. However, we must realize that Bob Tadler ran a close second. 
It was probably the votes of Dave and Floyd Cremish that clinched the 
title for Chet. 

Bob Cuttica, the preps ter with all the books was voted Class Genius. 
Joe McGrath, better known as “Sachini”, filibustered his way to the title 
of Class Orator. 

Jack Hennessy through his persuasive ways garnishes the title of 
Class Politician. Monmouth Vin Accurso was voted Most Rugged. Vin 
is giving a course in elementary head crackery. 

Fat Frank Orlando, the boy always on a diet was the unanimous 
choice for Best Athlete. Jim Kivlehan (yes he's back again) was voted 
Best All Around outside of Athletics. 

George Haas, constantly seen up in 411, was voted Class Writer. 

Finally John Fleming, the Hans Conreid of S.J.P., was the obvious 
choice for Most Sophisticated. 

The Red Owl will publish the Senior Favorites in the next issue. 

















